
PRESENTS

DISTRIBUTED BY

PRESS KIT

2011 Top 5 International 
Documentaries Selection 

JERUSALEM
FILM FESTIVAL

OFFICIAL SELECTION

ATLANTA JEWISH
FILM FESTIVAL

OFFICIAL SELECTION

ABU DHABI
FILM FESTIVAL

OFFICIAL SELECTION

TORONTO JEWISH
FILM FESTIVAL

OFFICIAL SELECTION

MONTE CARLO
FESTIVAL

OFFICIAL PREMIERE

ON LOCATION:MEMPHIS
INTL FILM&MUSIC FEST
OFFICIAL SELECTION



2

Contact
Limei Wang, Co-President of Development
limei@channelproductionfilms.com | +1.917.744.4423

www.backdoorchannels.com
www.facebook.com/backdoorchannels
www.twitter.com/ThePriceOfPeace

96 Mimutes  ▪   Documentary Film  ▪   Unrated  ▪  2011
© Channel Production Films

Reviews and Accolades

About Back Door Channels: The Price of Peace

Featured Participants

Filmmaker’s Biographies

Producer’s Statement

Credits

Press Articles
   

3

4

5

7

8

9

10



3

“The film reminds us what it takes to resolve the seemingly unresolvable”

“A well-reported history of the Camp David talks, the events that led to them, 
and the difficult negotiations that followed to forge the peace treaty that was signed 

the next spring.” 

“Riveting” and “Enthralling”

“Human characters emerge from photo ops and heroes from the shadows.” -Michelle Orange

Reviews and Accolades

“Impressive... Timely”
“Packed with impressive archival footage and rare interviews with dozens of the era’s 

participants and observers, the film remains all too timely given the conflicts that 
continue to plague the Middle East.”
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About 
Back Door Channels: The Price of Peace

Back Door Channels: �e Price of Peace is the true story of the men who brought lasting Peace to 
the Middle East. For the �rst time ever, the �lmmakers take the audience behind the public veil 
obscured by a �rst of its kind White House issued media blackout on the events. Behind the press 
conferences and into the smoke-�lled backroom corridors of power during one of the world’s 
greatest historical moments - the 1979 Camp David Peace Accord and Treaty between Egypt and 
Israel. For one brief moment in time, Arab and Jew put their di�erences aside and embraced peace. 
Menachem Begin, Anwar El-Sadat, and Jimmy Carter - were the strategic geniuses that cra�ed 
the peace, but it was the men behind-the-scenes, some driven by deeply held faith and conviction, 
others merely by raw ambition, who found a way to get them together and drive the peace process. 
It is a tale of secret missions, internal power struggles and diplomatic brinkmanship by a cast of 
characters never before revealed - until now.

Shot on location in Israel, Egypt, Morocco, Austria, France, and the U.S., Channel Productions 
crisscrosses the globe in search of the true story behind one of the most di�cult diplomatic 
achievements of the 20th Century. Channel Production Films is an independent production 
company, founded by the Emmy award-winning team that built NYC-TV in New York, leading it to 
a record 160 Emmy® nominations and 42 Emmy® awards in six years. �e company is centered on 
the documentary �lm and television space and focuses on poignant and impactful stories of people 
and events, which have far-reaching, global repercussions yet relay an intimate human dimension.
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Featured Participants
Americans

JIMMY CARTER
39th President of the United States (1977-1981) 

LEON CHARNEY
Adviser to Israeli Defense Minister Ezer Weizman
Close ties to Carter White House

WILLIAM QUANDT
National Security Staff Member for the Middle East (1972-1974, 1977-1979) 

HENRY KISSINGER
National Security Advisor to President Nixon & President Gerald Ford (1968-1975)
Secretary of State (1973-1977)

SAMUEL W. LEWIS
Ambassador of the United States to Israel (1977-1985) 

STU EIZENSTAT
Chief Domestic Policy Advisor to President Jimmy Carter (1977-1981) 

WOLF BLITZER
Washington Correspondent for the Jerusalem Post (1973-1990) 

ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI
National Security Advisor to President Jimmy Carter (1977-1981) 

ROBERT LIPSHUTZ
White House Counsel during the Carter administration (1977-1981) 

GERALD RAFSHOON
White House Communications Director (1978-1979) 

Austrians
PATRICIA KAHANE
Daughter of Karl Kahane, businessman, philanthropist, and friend of Bruno Kreisky

Moroccans

Palestinians

ANDRÉ AZOULAY 
Former Senior Adviser to King Hassan II of Morocco

NABIL SHAATH
First Foreign Minister of the Palestinian National Authority (2003-2005)
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Featured Participants
Egyptians

Israelis

BOUTROS BOUTROS-GHALI
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Egypt (1977-1991), Deputy Prime Minister for Foreign Affairs, Egypt (1991-1992) 
Secretary-General of the U.N. (1992-1997)

MEIR ROSENNE 
Legal Adviser to the Foreign Ministry (1971-1979)

NABIL EL ARABY
Legal Advisor to Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cairo (1976-1978, 1983-1987)

SHLOMO GAZIT
Former head of Israel Military Intelligence Directorate (AMAN)

HISHAM KHALIL
Son of Mustafa Khalil, former Foreign Minister of Egypt (1979-1980) 
Prime Minister of Egypt (1978-1980)

SMADAR PERRY
Middle East Editor, Yediot Aharonot

YAEL DAYAN 
Daughter of Moshe Dayan, former Foreign Minister of Israel

NABIL FAHMY
Ambassador of Egypt to the United States. Son of Ismail Fahmy, Former Deputy Prime Minister of Egypt (1975-1977) 
Resigned in protest to Sadat’s visit to Jerusalem in 1977

AVRAHAM TAMIR
Former Director of Army Planning Branch

ABDEL RAOUF EL REEDY 
Director of Policy Planning, Foreign Ministry (1977-1979)

ARYE NAOR
Secretary to the Cabinet (1977-1982)

AHMED MAHER
Director of the Foreign Minister’s Cabinet

DAVID LANDAU
Diplomatic correspondent, The Jerusalem Post (1972-1986) 
First Israeli journalist to interview Egyptian President Anwar Sadat

MOHAMMED GOHAR
CEO of Video Cairo Sat.,  Personal cameraman for Anwar Sadat

DAN PATTIR
Former Media Advisor to the Prime Minister
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Harry Hunkele 
Director

Matthew Tollin
Founder & CEO, Channel Production Films

Arick Wierson
Founder & Principal, Channel Production Films

Harry Hunkele is an American Film and Television Director, Producer, Writer and Editor. He is a 
ten-time Emmy Award winning television director and producer.

His most recent television accolades stem from his work juggling the multiple roles of producer, 
writer, editor and director of the PBS nationally distributed television series Secrets of New York 
starring Kelly Choi, described asa cross between CSI and the History Channel.” Secrets of New 
York has emerged as the all-time most Emmy-award winning local television series in the New 
York television market. 

He has also produced and directed the Emmy-award winning PBS series Blueprint | NYC and is 
the creator of the popular long running New York lifestyle series $9.99.

Mr. Tollin is a Founding Member and the current CEO of Channel Production Films. He has brought a 
unique and extraordinary vision to the project. He is an experienced media executive with extensive 
entertainment legal experience, having advised Ashford and Simpson and
various other musicians and entertainers.

In 2005, he was handpicked into NYC TV by NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg and helped lead 
the transformation of the station into NYC Media Group. He served as the General Counsel of the 
Group and the General Manager of the group’s radio holdings, 91.5FM Radio New York. During
his tenure, the network garnered a record 160 Emmy® nominations and 48 Emmy® Awards, of 
which Mr. Tollin received 2 Emmys® and 3 Tellys® personally. Additionally, Mr. Tollin’s group 
oversaw the quintupling of the Media Group’s revenues and 10x audience growth at the radio station.

In 2002, after serving as a senior aide in his first campaign for Mayor, New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg tapped Mr. Wierson to rethink the way in which New York City used its wide array of 
media assets. The result was unveiled in 2003, with the launch of NYC TV, which quickly emerged as 
a ground-breaking local television network. NYC TV grew into NYC Media Group, and by 2006, Mr. 
Wierson was heading the group.
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Producer’s Statement
Matthew Tollin, CEO, Channel Productions

Creating Back Door Channels: The Price of Peace is a rare joy in a producer’s life that you know 
the whole time you are creating and therefore never question why you are doing so. Not only was 
it a labor of love, but we felt the subject matter was as timely as ever. In fact, it started over a 
dinner I had with my partner in Channel Production Films after a lengthy conversation about the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the direction of our world. We wondered if there was a simple 
statement that could be made that got people thinking again. And then through some research, we 
realized the simple thing was history. There’s always great moments in history when great minds 
fearlessly come together. They just seem to be forgotten too quickly. We hope we were able to 
contribute a little to America’s collective memory about one of the most pivotal moments in her 
history.
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Credits
Managing Executive Producer
DONALD TANSELLE

Executive Producer
MATTHEW TOLLIN

Executive Producer
ARICK WIERSON

Director
HARRY HUNKELE

Director of Photography
WILLIAM FITZGERALD

Art Director
ROLAND LE BRETON

Produced by 
MATTHEW TOLLIN 
ARICK WIERSON
HARRY HUNKELE

Co-Producer
VERED KOLLEK-MEISEL

Associate Producer
JENNY LEE

Production Manager
WILLIAM FITZGERALD

Writing 
MATTHEW TOLLIN 
JONATHAN HICKS 
HARRY HUNKELE 
ARICK WIERSON

Editor
HARRY HUNKELE

Assistant Editor
MIMI WONG

Additional Editing
LOREN HANKIN

Graphic Artist
MARCUS MANOOGIAN

Technical Advisor 
ANDREW ATIYA 

Wardrobe Advisor 
TINA BHOJWANI
Commissioned Artist
LIN EVOLA-SMIDT

Research 
HARRY HUNKELE 
JENNY LEE
TANJA RISTOVSKI 
THEURETZBACHER 
MIMI WONG

Original Score
URI DJEMAL and SHANE KOSS

Additional Original Music
JACOB SANDERS as WHALE HAWK

Sound Design and Mix
URI DJEMAL and JONATHAN JETTER for 
MADPAN PRODUCTIONS

Additional Sound Design
ACME SOUND

Music Coordinator
BYRON M. JOHNSON

Additional musician(s) 
CHARLES WHALEN

Original Score
URI DJEMAL and SHANE KOSS
“Camp David”, “Camp David (Reprise 2)”,
 “Camp David (Reprise)”, “Cauesescu”, “First 
Education”, “First Education (Reprise)”, “Morning 
Call”, “Price of Peace” “Prospects”, “Tailgunner”, 
“The ‘77”

Original Music
JACOB SANDERS as WHALE HAWK
“Morning Bounce”, “4000 Years”, “Glass”, “Mirror 
Images”,
“Home Piano”, “Hatkiva”, “Sadat’s Theme”,
“The Mid-East” 

TOM SKY
“Passage” “Mux” “The Encounter” “Siberia”

Back Door Channels: The Price of Peace
Sound Designed, Mixed and Mastered by
URI DJEMAL and JONATHAN JETTER for 
MADPAN PRODUCTIONS
New York, NY

ACME SOUND
Brooklyn, NY



10



11

 

November 8, 2010 

 

Back Door Channels: The Price of Peace 
(Documentary) 
By JAY WEISSBERG 

 

A Channel Prods. production. Produced by Harry 

Hunkele. Executive producers, Donald Tanselle, 

Matthew Tollin, Arick Wierson. Co-producer, 

Vered Kollek-Meisel. Directed, edited by Harry 

Hunkele. Written by Jonathan Hicks, Hunkele, 

Matthew Tollin, Arick Wierson. 

 

With: Gerry Rafshoon, William Quandt, Wolf 

Blitzer, Samuel Lewis, Leon Charney, Boutros 

Boutros-Ghali, Andre Azoulay, Abdel Raouf El 

Reedy, Nabil El Araby, Mohammed Gohar, Henry 

Kissinger, Nabil Fahmy, Nabil Shaath, Avraham 

Tamir, Arye Naor, Yael Dayan, Patricia Kahane, 

Smadar Perry, David Landau, Dan Pattir, Shlomo Gazit, Hisham Khalil, Zbigniew Brzezinski, Jimmy Carter, Stuart E. 

Eizenstat, Ahmed Maher, Meir Rosenne, Robert Lipshutz. 

 
The behind-the-scenes negotiations leading to the first Camp David Accords between Egypt 
and Israel are revealed in all their riveting complexity in "Back Door Channels: The Price of 
Peace." PBS docu helmer Harry Hunkele gained unprecedented access to major players for 
an enthralling dissection of the unlikely path to the groundbreaking treaty, though he bites 
off more than he can chew and needs to rein in a tendency toward portentous explication, 
underscored by the incongruous music of Moby and Whale Hawk. Despite such annoyances, 
the docu deserves widespread exposure on PBS and satcasters. 

The Camp David Accords, signed in 1978, marked an unlikely moment when idealism briefly 
triumphed over obdurate stonewalling. Though never entirely satisfactory, the accords offered the 
hope of a brighter future in the Middle East; the failure of that initial promise in no way diminishes the 
achievement, whose memory can still bring a lump to the throat. 

Hunkele's accomplishment here is in the way he fleshes out the tortuous routes that led to Camp 
David. His first 10 minutes can be dispensed with, comprising a ridiculous potted history of Israel 
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Junne 21, 2011
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September 30, 2011 
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October 14, 2010 

 

 

'Detective Dee' selected as closing night film 
 
The fourth Abu Dhabi Film Festival, which runs from Oct. 14-23, will open with Randall 
Wallace's "Secretariat," starring John Malkovich and Diane Lane. Tsui Hark's "Detective Dee 
and the Mystery of the Phantom Flame" will serve as the closing night film. 
 
The festival has programmed twelve world premieres: "Here Comes the Rain" by Bahij Hojeij; 
"Taming," Nidal Al-Dibs; "Homeland," George Sluizer; "A Man’s Story," Varon Bonicas; "Back 
Door Channels: The Price of Peace," Harry Hunkele; "In/Out of the Room," Dina Hamza; 
"Living Skin," Fawzi Saleh; "OK, Enough, Goodbye," Rania Attieh and Daniel Garcia; 
"Qarantina," Oday Rasheed; “Sun Dress," Saeed Salmeen; "Wrecked," Michael Greenspan; and 
"Paan Singh Tomar," Tigmanshu Dhulia. 
 
The festival will include three competitions for features that offer cash awards totaling $1 
million. The narrative and documentary competitions will be joined this year by the New 
Horizons section, a competition for first- and second-time directors. 

 
"This has been a year of numerous exciting developments for our young festival, from our name 
change and rebranding to the addition of the New Horizons Competition and the launch of our 
fund SANAD. Showing films from the likes of Abbas Kiarostami, Julian Schnabel, Olivier 
Assayas, François Ozon and Patricio Guzmán, to name just a few, is always a pleasure. But it's 
particularly gratifying to see these directors' films alongside works from the region. And in 
particular, we're very excited to be showing the first fruits of SANAD in the form of several films 
in our competition sections. As the festival plays an ever-greater role in helping develop and 
promote filmmaking from the Arab world, we look forward to seeing even more new discoveries, 
whether from familiar names or new talents," fest exec director Peter Scarlet said.  
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October 12, 2011
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Los Angeles, 
CA (October 7, 
2011) -- As a 
former executive 
board member 
of the NAACP 
and an alumnus 
of Georgetown 
University and 
Harvard Law 
School, Pro-
ducer Matthew 
Tollin’s foray to 
the big screen 
is sure to make 
an indelible 
impression. 
His first feature 
film production 
credit, “Back 
Door Chan-

nels: The Price of Peace” is the true story of the men 
who brought an unprecedented period of peace to the 
Middle East.

For the first time ever, this documentary takes the 
audience behind the public veil created by a first-of-
its-kind White House issued media blackout on the 
events. Behind the press conferences and into the 
smoke-filled backroom corridors of power during one 
of the world’s greatest historical moments: the 1979 
Camp David Peace Accord and Treaty between Egypt 
and Israel. For one brief moment in time, Arab and Jew 
put their differences aside and embraced peace.

“I am very excited about the Los Angeles debut 
of ‘Back Door Channels’,” says Matthew Tollin. “It is 
important for us to be able to share this story so every-
one can understand what has happened in the Middle 
East and what tomorrow may bring.”

In its review of the film, Variety called “Back Door 
Channels” “riveting” and “enthralling.” The film was 
produced by Matthew Tollin and Arick Wierson and 
directed by multi-Emmy award-winning director Harry 
Hunkele. The film is being released by Fisher Klingenstein 
Films.

Billionaire businessman Leon Charney, featured in 
the film as a “back channel” says, “The most important 

thing you can do in the world today is create peace in 
the Middle East and that opportunity is on the table for 
the first real time in 30 years. It would be a travesty to 
miss it.”

“Back Door Channels: The Price of Peace” opened 
theatrically in New York City on September 16th at the 
Quad Theater, and will open at the Laemmle Music 
Hall in Beverly Hills and other theaters in Los Angeles 
on October 14th. For more information visit www.back-
doorchannels.com.

About Matthew Tollin
Matthew Tollin is a principal of Channel Productions 

and a resident producer for its film arm, Channel 
Production Films. As an experienced media executive 
with an extensive private entertainment law practice, 
he has advised established entertainment professionals, 
notably the producing/songwriting team Ashford and 
Simpson. In 2005, Matthew Tollin was handpicked 
for NYC TV by NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg and 
helped lead the transformation of the station into NYC 
Media Group. He served as the general counsel of the 
Group and the general manager of the group’s radio 
holdings, 91.5FM Radio New York. During his tenure, 
the network garnered a record 160 Emmy nominations 
and 48 Emmy Awards, of which Mr. Tollin received 2 
Emmys and 3 Tellys personally. Additionally, Mr. Tollin’s 
group oversaw the quintupling of the Media Group’s 
revenues and 10x audience growth at the radio station. 
Mr. Tollin was also an adjunct professor at The City 
College of New York, where he taught “Introduction to 
the Law: Legal Reasoning and Philosophy.”

About Channel Production Films
Channel Production Films is an independent pro-

duction company, founded by the EmmyÂ® award-win-
ning team-Matthew Tollin and Arick Wierson-that built 
NYC Media Group in New York for Michael Bloom-
berg, leading it to a record 160 EmmyÂ® nominations 
and 42 Emmy awards in six years. The company 
is centered on the documentary film and television 
space and focuses on poignant and impactful stories 
of people and events, which have far-reaching, global 
repercussions yet relay an intimate human dimension. 
www.channelproductionfilms.com

Headlines
African American Producer Debuts Documentary Film About 1979 
Middle East Peace Treaty
-- “Back Door Channels: The Price of Peace,” A Look Back and Behind the Scenes of the Great-
est 20th Century Diplomatic Achievement - the Camp David Peace Treaty. Featuring Jimmy Carter, 
Henry Kissinger, Wolf Blitzer, Anwar El-Sadat, and Boutros Boutros-Ghali. 



19


